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As we seek to develop our JCC 
church community in deeper 
strength, we recognize the integral 
and crucial roles families playas 
building blocks of the church and 
society. 

Family relationships affect the 
vitality of those who serve in the 
church. A bad husband-wife 
relationship can sometimes paralyze 
the ministry of a member concerned. 

This month we are glad to have Rev 
John Nelson to conduct the 
marriage enrichment seminar and 
vow renewal service for us. 

The better the husband-wife 
relationship is, the better is the weI I 
being of the church as well. 

LOVE IS A DECISION, NOT 
AN EMOTION 

To husbands: How can we be the 
kind of husbands God wants us to 
be to our wives? First, we need to 
understand that love is a decision, 
not an emotion. Love is something 
we must decide to do, not something 
we should wait to feel like doing. 
Its most comprehensive definition is 
found in I Corinthians, chapter 13, 
where we find that love is patient 
and kind. It does not envy or boast. 
It is not proud, rude, self-seeking or 
easily angered. Love keeps no 
record of wrongs. It does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. Love always protects, trusts, 
hopes, and perseveres. 
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LOVING OUR WIVES IS NOT 
OPTIONAL 

The second thing we need to 
recognize is that loving our wives is 
not optional. In 
Ephesians 5:25 we are for her loving you. You 
commanded to love are only responsible for 
them. If you loving her. Conduct 
intentionally and yourself in a fashion 
consciously have failed pleasing to God and see 
to love your wife as you if He doesn't reward 
should, you can be sure you through your wife. 
that many of the other 
things that are out of CONSENSUS IN 
balance in your life can 
be traced to this decision. If you 
wish to improve your relationship 
with God, improve your relationship 
with your wife and watch things 
begin to happen. 

You may say, "That's easy to say, 
but you don't know my wife's 
character!" But if you wife is not 
so lovable, what made her that way? 
When you married her, something 
motivated you to make that 
commitment. Whether or not it was 
love then, it is within your power to 
be determined that from this point 
forward you will love her. As you 
act on your decision to love your 
wife, be assured that God will bless 

your obedience. The chances are 
very good that He will also bless 
your wife, and as she discovers that 
you are serious (which may take a 
while), she might also turn out to be 
a person you never thought existed. 

You are not responsible 

DECISION-MAKING 

Scripture tells us that wives should 
submit to their husbands. It's just 
as important for husbands to love 
their wives. Rather than making 
unilateral decisions as the "head of 
the wife", husbands must recognize 
that God's best involves decision­
making by consensus between 
husband and wife. There will be 
times when you and your wife are 
not in agreement and a decision 
needs to be made. That is the point 
at which the wife needs to accede to 
the husband's position as her head. 
However, the more we engage in 
decision-making by consensus with 









Picture story by Martin Cheah 
Photos by Willy Hor. 

After months of grueling (grueling because most of us have not picked up 

the racket for uncountable years) practices at the various CC around Jurong, 

the championship game was played at Yihua CC, home ground of Jurong 

East Care Group. 

The champion team for Badminton Challenge 1998 was Taman Jurong Care 

Group. The trophy was presented to them on 3rd May, after the service. 

What's the secret of their victory? Probably the large selection of players 

whose average age is lower than most of the other care groups. 

How to beat them? The other care groups must go out and recruit younger 

people to join their care groups. Start now and prepare for next year. 






SEMBAWANG PARK OUTING 
Picture story by Martin Cheah. 

Photos by Willy Hor. 
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Songs and games were the order of the day, 
above we see the pastors leading the games 
and below is a section of the members singing 
praises to God for the fine weather. 

Fishing was the order of the day for 
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day, not a single fish was caught. ~ ~'~ "~!:,' (l 
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it would probably not be safe to eat 
Listening intently to the instructions on due to the pollution of the water. 
the games, the children were all ready 
to go. 

May 1 - Picnic at 
Sembawang Park 
organised by JCC. 
Were you there? If not, 
where were you? 
Walking for Christ? 
Attending some other 
worship service? 
Bumming around at 
home? Or still labouring 
in the office? 
If you missed this 
outing, look out for the 
next one, coming up 
sometime in the next 
half of the year. 





because of our own lack of spiritual growth. 
If we do not apply our beliefs about God to 
the issues of everyday life, the vision God 
has given us will never be fulfilled. The only 
way to be obedient to the heavenly vision is 
to give our utmost for His Highest, our best 
for His glory ... U 

The book was given to me by a business 
friend, one of the few Christians who openly 
testifies to his faith and Lordship of Christ 
and seek to uphold Him in his dealings and 
decisions. He told me that he has been reading 
this book for the past 10 years. 

The following are 
some of Chambers' writings 
on Prayer that have given me 
new insights and have 
impacted me: 

'Ii' Have you been asking God 
what He is going to do? He will never 
tell you. God does not tell you what 
He is going to do -- He reveals to you 
who He is. 

'Ii' God's purpose is 110t just to 
answer our prayers, but that through 
prayer we might come to discern His 
mind. 

'Ii' We hear it said that a person's life will sl!ffer if he doesn't 
pray, but r question that. What will suffer is the life of the 









ministry but there are many po­
tential tensions in working out 
these goals. 

Relying too much on circumstances 
to guide us may make the church 
pragmatic. We live in two worlds. 
The greater part of reality is un­
seen and we need to remember 

Everyone felt the gentle south 
wind but it was Paul the spir­
itual leader who could see be­
yond and sense a hurricane com­
ing (Acts 27: l3-14). 

Experts, majority votes, and cir­
cumstances all have their right­
ful places in guiding the church 

Success in the marketplace 
and success in the Kingdom 
of God can and do operate 
on very different principles. 

this when we make decisions. As 
a people of God our heritage in­
cludes invisible armies of God and 
the still small voice of God. Every­
one can see the bush but not eve­
ryone sees the burning bush (as 
Moses did). The only way to see 
beyond our human and finite 
horizons is to pray and study 
God's Word which are, inciden­
tally, two primary tasks of pas­
tors and those in spiritual leader­
ship (Acts 6:4). Unfortunately we 
often keep our leaders so busy that 
their eyes are focused only on the 
horizons which everyone can see. 

in making decisions but we may 
have given too much credit to 
them for the professional, popu­
lar and pragmatic can all lead us 
astray without prayer. Paul had 
a better experience wi th another 
group of people - the church at 
Antioch (Acts l3: 1-3). There, 
the people too made a decision. 
They sent Paul and Barnabas on 
a missionary enterprise. That 
decision was a godly decision 
because it was made in the con­
text of worship, prayer and lov­
ing fellowship. Corporate guid­
ance, after all, is not essen­



tially a matter of management 
technique. It has to do with 
relationships, vertical and 
horizontal. 
The people in Acts 27 were a 
crowd whereas those in Acts 13 
were a community. That is the 
major difference in the two 
groups. Godly choices cannot 
be planted in the barren soil of a 
crowd. Rather, they are planted 
and they bud and bloom and 
bear fruit in the fertile soil of an 
authentic community. As 
churches our hope in ensuring 
that we make good and godly 
decisions in our corporate lives 
is to stop remaining as a crowd 
in church and to be transformed 
from a crowd into a community. 
Our modern models of spiritual­
ity and Christian discipleship 
focus on the individual and fa­
milial dimensions but we have 
few models on the community 
level. We have many books on 
how to live as individual Chris­

tians and as Christian families 
but books dealing with being a 
Christian community are few and 
far between. 

And so, many churches remain 
as crowds of individual Chris­
tians. We make a mess when it 
comes to making decisions. We 
worship the techniques and tools 
we have acquired from the world. 
Unless we develop true Chris­
tian communities, we cannot 
make it our habit to make godly 
corporate decisions which are 
righteous as well as compas­
sionate. If Paul is with us today, 
I wonder what he will say of 
your church and mine in this 
respect. Will we give him a hard 
time? 

(Article condensed from the January ­

March 1998 issue of "TRUMPET". a 

Trinity Theological College publica­

tion. Reproduced by permiSSion ofTTC 

and Dr Robert 
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